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SUBJECT: NAGANUMA COURT CASE 

REE: SAPPORO 0040 

SUMMARY: SAPPORO DISTRICT COURT SEPTEMBER 7 ISSUED 

RULING IN NAGANUMA CASE IN WHICH JSDF FOUND CONSTITUTIONALLY 

ILLEGAL. PRACTICAL EFFECT OE DECISION EXPECTED BE 

SMALL SINCE DECISION CERTAINLY WILL BE APPEALED. AND 

SUPREME COURT EXPECTED TO UPHOLD CONSTITUTIONALITY OF 

JSDF. NEVERTHELESS, PUBLIC DEBATE UNDOUBTEDLY TO BE 

SPARKED BY DECISION WILL HAVE RAMIFICATIONS IN DIET, 

WHERE TWO JDA BILLS NOW UNDER CONSIDERATION. END SUMMARY. 

1. DURING MORNING SEPTEMBER 7 SAPPORO DISTRICT COURT 
ISSUED JUDGMENT FINDING IN FAVOR OF PLAINTIFFS AGAINST 
AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY MINISTRY, WHICH PREVIOUSLY 
HAD ALLOWED SELE-DEEENSE FORCES TO USE PORTION OF 
NATIONAL FOREST FOR MILITARY FACILITIES. EMBASSSY 
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EXCELLENT ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND. 

2. WHILE DECISION EXPECTED HAVE NO DIRECT IMPACT ON 
SELE-DEEENSE FORCES, EXCEPT EOR TEMPORARY 
MORALE IMPACT, COURT OPINION ALMOST CERTAINLY WILL 
REKINDLE PUBLIC DEBATE ABOUT CONSTITUTIONALITY OF JSDF 
AND INTERPRETATION OE ARTICLE 9 OE CONSTITUTION. 

TIMING OF COURT OPINION COULD NOT BE WORSE EROM 
STANDPOINT OF GOJ SINCE DIET HAD SCHEDULED ADDITIONAL 
DEBATE ON TWO PENDING JDA BILLS EOR SEPTEMBER 7. COURT JUDGMENT 
AND RATIONALE OF JUDGE EUKUSHIMA WILL CAUSE DIET DEBATE 

ON BILLS TO BE EVEN MORE CHAOTIC THAN USUAL. 

3. IN PREPARATION EOR EXPECTED DECISION, JDA HAS 
PRODUCED TWO BROCHURES; ONE ON INTERPRETATION OE 
ARTICLE 9, AND ANOTHER ON CHRONOLOGY OF NAGANUMA CASE. 
EMBASSY WORKING ON TRANSLATIONS OE BOTH BROCHURES AND 
WILL POUCH THEM TO INTERESTED ADDRESSEES. 

SHOESMITH 
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